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T Attorney Docket No. 424.831 

'bMERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL, WELTER & SCHMIDT 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: APPARATUS AND 
METHOD FOR VENDING PRODUCTS 

The specification of which 

a. £3 is attached hereto 

b. □ was filed on as application serial no. and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case of a PCT-filed application) 
described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a 
United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code 
of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

D 

[Bhereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
iJjBrtificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
jfcat of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



^ no such applications have been filed, 
f'ft □ suc h applications have been filed as follows: 



Ely -"I - ! " ' 

j FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 


119 


1 ^COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


[ ^ 










ALL FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLIC 


ATION(S) 


I ^COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 









I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 







I hereby_appoint the followinj 
Trademark Office connected 



h: 



f or patent agent(s) to prosecute 



tr^^plicatid^fi 



d to transact all business in the Patent and 





Adriano Sarah B 


Ree No 34 470 


Kowfllpfivk' TCathprinp \4 

IVVJ WdlL'lljr/Vj IVdlilwl illV 1V1. 


Rpa No ^fi 84R 




Albrecht John W 

I 11UJ vvlllj J villi f f • 


Ree No 40 481 


T apv Paul P 

IjdVjfj 1 am J_>. 


Rpa Nn ^8 QAf\ 
IVCg. INU. jO,74D 




Batzli Brian H 


Reg No 32 960 


T arcnn Tnmpc A 


Rpa Nn 40 44^ 




BearH Tohn P 

UvCUU) J \Jl III Is • 


Reg No 27 612 


Lfdolvy , IVllClldCl D. 


iveg. rNo. Z7jjjj 




Beck Robert C 


Reg No 28 184 


T itiHnnict TimntViv A 
ivlllULJUloL, 1 JiUUlily /A . 


Rpa >Jn 40 701 
IVcg. INU. HU, /Ul 




Rprman Charlp*? 

Uvl ill 111 1 ^ V^l I CU 1 


Re? No 29 249 


T \m PisiviH WI 
IvyilCU, L/aVlU w. 


Rpa Xln If* 904 
rveg. INO. jO,ZU*t 




Roancki RavmonH A 


Reff No 1 7 426 


ividUj ivii^iiaci iw. 


Rpa Wn 70 087 
iveg. fNO. jyJyVo / 




Bnip<i^ Stpvpn C 


Rea No 34 130 


ividuiiu, ijCiuy lj. 


Rpa Mn 1^ 974 
tveg. INO. jJjZ/H 




Rump T inHn 

IjyillC, .Lt 111 Lid I VI. 


Rpa No 39 404 


iVlCL^dlllCl, JVoTcn u. 


Keg. INO. J / ,o /H 




CanaHv TCarpn S 


Rea No 39 927 


iVlCL'UIlalUj J_7aIllCl W. 


Rpa Nn 79 044 
rveg. fNO. jZjUH'I 




Carlson Alan Ct 


Reg No IS 959 


K^pTntv/rp Tmn A 

IVlVvlllLy 1 C, Xdill r\ . 


Rpa TvTn 40 ^77 




Carter Charles C 


Reg No 3S 093 


IVlUCllCr, L^UUgldo Jr. 


Rpa Mn 70 700 
rveg. fNO. jII,jUU 




Casner^ Philin P 


Reg No 33 227 

Ivtg,. I>VJ. JJj^,l/ 


iNdMcuidK, lyicr iw. 


Rpo XI r» 40 OQQ 

rveg. Inu. £ tu,U!7y 




Chianetta Tames R 


Reg No 39 634 


^Ip icon A ll^in T 

INCIaUll, /A1U111 J. 


Rpa Nn 98 6^0 
rveg. INU. ZO,DJU 




Clifford Tohn A 

\^ III 1 VJ1 Li j J \Jl 111 r\ . 


Rpo No 30 947 


vjiier, AviiLiiuiiy j. 


Rpct TvTn 41 979 
Keg. fNO. H 1)ZjZ 




Conrad Timothv R 

V>UU1 UUj 1 11 I1VJ 11 IV IV . 


Reg No 30 164 


JrdUiy, LydlilCl 1V1. 


Rpa Tvln 40 197 
Keg. InU. H-U,1Zj 




Pnnnpr \Ztptnr Cr 

^/UUUClj V 1UIUI VJ. 


Rpo Mn 30 641 


riunKcii, i ucuuore 


p an XTn 77 000 
Keg. fNO. J / yZvjy 




Cra wfnrH R nhprt 

V^laWlUIUj IVUUCi L 


Rpa No 39 199 

IvCg. iNU. jZ, 1ZZ 


DAilinrrar tot /on T 

FUiiiiigcr, LMeven j. 


Rprr XJn 7^ 79A 
Keg. fNO. JJjjZO 




Dnianmilt Rnnsiln" A 
l~/dlglldUll, IVUHdlU r\. 


Rpa No 9S 06R 


ljA7+p1 IVApllOOQ T 

r yicl, IVlCIlbSd J. 


Rpcr T\Jn P 41 ^19 
Keg. fNO. r-HlplZ 




Ptalpv r"if*nTiic R 


Rpa Nn ^4 Q04 


RpiVh Tnfin C 1 

rvcicn, juiiii v^. 


Rp<y "Mn 77 707 
Keg. fNO. J /, /UJ 




PialalicTi T pcIip P 


Rpa Nn AO 
IvCg. INU. *4U,J fy 


Ppilanrl Pari 

rveiianu, cari u. 


T? art XTr\ 0^ 7A7 

Keg. fNO. Zj,/0/ 


n 


Dan Iron Tulie R 


Reg No 36 414 


Rittmastpr TpH R 
rviiiiiidoLCi , icu rv. 


Rpa Nn ^9 0^^ 
FvCg. INU. jZ,7jj 




DiPietro Mark T 


Reg No 28 707 

l\Vgi I^IVJ. ^Oj / u / 


^rhma1t7 HaviH G 


Rpa Nn 7Q R98 

rVCg. INU. J7,OZO 




Edell Robert T 

J—sU W< 11) IVUl/bl I i . 


Reg No 20 187 


^rhmiHt Cpril C 

OCllilllUL, V^CCll 


Rpa T\In 90 S/^A 
KCg. INU. ZUjJOO 


Prvn Rvan SlanHra 


Reg No 39 667 


OCilUilldll, IVldiK. J_/. 


Rpa Nn 71 107 
Keg. InU. 31,17/ 




Pnrhpr I\^ip1iapl B 
i al Uvl , iviidldvi 1_> • 


Rpg No 39 619 

IvCg. INU. JZ.,U1Z 


oCIlUIIldiin, IvlILnavl LJ. 


Rpcr Mn 70 499 
Keg. fNO. j\),hZZ 


f . 2 


Punk" Sltp vpn R 

1 U11IV, Lji^VVlI IV. 


Reg No 37 830 

I vvg . INU. J / ,OJu 


OCUdlUj vJicguiy /\. 


Rpa Mn 77 980 
Keg. INO. jj,ZoU 




flatpc frPnrop T4 
vjaLCo, vjcuigc n. 


Rpa No H S00 
rvvg. INU. jj,JUU 


ondrp, Janice /\, 


Rpfr 7vTr» 74 0^ 1 
Keg. fNO. JH,\JJL 


z 


fllnripp R nhpi"! T 
vJidiii'C, Jvuucil J. 


Rpa Nn 40 690 
rvcg. iNU. tUjOZU 


oJvOUgj IVldTK. 1 . 


Rprr XTr» 40 178 
Keg. fNO. HVfi /o 




Golla Charles P 

vJUllllj V^llCll IVo • 


Reg No 26 896 


OllllLll, JC1U111C rv. 


Rpa Nn 7S 684 
KCg. INU. JJ,004 


- 


Gorman Alan C 

VJ \Jl 111CU1, A lull VJ . 


Reg No 38 472 


Qi imnpr Tnlin P 
ouillllCl , JUlill r . 


Rpa Nn 90 1 14 
Keg. INU. ^",1 




Gould Tohn D 

VJUUILI, J V_M 11 1 _L/ . 


Rpa No 1 8 993 

IvCg. INU. 10,Z.ZJ 


ouiiiiierb, JUiin o. 


Rpct Nn 94 9 1 A 
Keg. INU. Z'tjZIO 




Grpspns Tohn T 

VJl^Dt-llOj J Wl 111 J. 


Rea No 33 1 19 


TfillAVcnn P^5»\/ir1 \£ 
ICIICiVjUII, L/dVlli IV. 


Rpa Nn 79 714 
rveg. inu. jz,j ih 




T-Jamre Curtis B 

lldllllb, V^Ul LID JJ. 


Reg No 29 16S 


TTnnWhill AlhprtT 

U11UC111111, /\lUCil Li. 


Rpa Nn 97 407 
rveg. inu. z / 




Hillson RanHall A 
niiiouii, ivaiiUu.li r\. 


Rpa Nn ^1 8^8 

IVCg. INU. J l,OJO 


Vdnuenourgn, j. uercK 


Reg. No. 32,179 


, Fit 


Hollinffsworth Mark A 


Ree No 38 491 


Victor David W 


Reu No "?Q 867 




Johnston, Scott W. 


Reg. No. 39,721 


Welter, Paul A. 


Reg. No. 20,890 




Kastelic, Joseph M. 


Reg. No. 37,160 


Williams, Douglas J. 


Reg. No. 27,054 




Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Wood, Gregory B. 


Reg. No. 28,133 




Komanduri, Janaki 


Reg. No. 40,684 


Xu, Min S. 


Reg. No. 39,536 




Kowalchyk, Alan W. 


Reg. No. 31,535 





I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attorney/firm/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, Welter & Schmidt to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, Welter & Schmidt at the address indicated below: 

Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, 
Welter & Schmidt 
3100 Norwest Center 
90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4131 



I henjb^Jegkre that all staten^J^nadeJ^in of my own knowledge are tnie^pKIrt allotments made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further tnat these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
Sorensen 


First Given Name 

Steven 


Second Given Name 

W. 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Maplewood 


State or Foreign Country 
Minnesota 


Country of Citizenship 
USA 


1 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
2660 Keller Parkway 


City 

Maplewood 


State & Zip Code/Country 
MN 55109 USA 


Signs 


iture of Inventor 21 


)1: 


Date: 


2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
Skavnak 


First Given Name 
James 


Second Given Name 
E. 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Minneapolis 


State or Foreign Country 

Minnesota 


Country of Citizenship 

USA 


2 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
4815 Xerxes Avenue South 


City 

Minneapolis 


State & Zip Code/Country 
MN 55410 USA 


Signature of Inventor 202: 


Date: 


= 32 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
Gotich 


First Given Name 
Thomas 


Second Given Name 

F. 


t go 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Eagan 


State or Foreign Country 
Minnesota 


Country of Citizenship 

USA 


j 13 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
4274 MacLaren Place 


City 

Eagan 




State & Zip Code/Country 

MN 55123 USA 



Signature of Inventor 203: 



Date: 



^2 
10 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
Hudis 



First Given Name 

Scott 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

Stillwater 



State or Foreign Country 

Minnesota 



Country of Citizenship 

USA 1 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
14909 19th Street North 



City 

Stillwater 



State & Zip Code/Country 

MN 55082 USA 



Signature of Inventor 204: 



Date: 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
Lotspeich 



First Given Name 
Joseph 



Second Given Name 

A. 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

West St. Paul 



State or Foreign Country 

Minnesota 



Country of Citizenship 

USA 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
2048 Charlton Ridge 



City 

West St. Paul 



State & Zip Code/Country 
MN 55118 USA 



Signature of Inventor 205: 



Date: 



r^^^n m^^*l to patentability. ^tt^^ 



§ 1.56 Duty to disclose infoi 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of 
candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to 
be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1 .97(b)-(d) and 1 .98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 
HD (2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

yy 

01 (i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

% (ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

fA prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
^specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
"patentability. 

^ (c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 



(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 



